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The pristine island of Formentera, nestled in the Mediterranean Sea, is celebrated for its 
unique biodiversity and beautiful landscapes. Yet, behind its tranquil beauty, the island is 
facing mounting environmental challenges that threaten its ecological balance and long-term 
sustainability. As a destination heavily reliant on tourism, Formentera is at a critical crossroads: 
how can it preserve its natural heritage while maintaining its appeal to visitors? How can it 
transform into a model for sustainable tourism in a world grappling with the impacts of climate 
change?

The Mediterranean basin is one of the world’s top tourist destinations, but it is also a 
biodiversity hotspot, containing a concentration of endemic species and unique ecosystems 
found nowhere else on the planet. Formentera, with its limited land area of just 83 square 
kilometres, harbors an extraordinary density of native plant and animal species, making it a 
jewel of natural heritage. However, the combined pressures of increasing tourism, habitat loss, 
and climate change are pushing this fragile ecosystem to its limits.

The path forward for Formentera hinges on reimagining biodiversity not merely as an 
ecological priority, but as a strategic asset. This shift in perspective is crucial to transform 
the island’s current vulnerabilities into opportunities for sustainable growth. By recognizing 
and enhancing the value of its natural capital, Formentera can establish itself as a pioneer in 
integrating biodiversity into economic planning, ensuring a balance between tourism and 
conservation.
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A DILEMMA FOR PARADISE

Formentera’s natural capital—the forests, endemic plants, and rich coastal habitats—has 
been both a blessing and a challenge. While tourism has brought economic growth, it 
has also contributed to environmental degradation, water stress, and an increased risk of 
desertification. The island’s delicate balance is further threatened by the intensification of 
climate change, which exacerbates heat stress and reduces the resilience of local vegetation. 
The stakes are high: without effective intervention, Formentera’s biodiversity could be lost, 
undermining the very essence of what makes this island an attractive destination.

REIMAGINING BIODIVERSITY AS AN ASSET
The proposed strategy, detailed throughout this document, aims to position biodiversity as a 
core component of Formentera’s sustainable development. The solution goes beyond mere 
conservation. It involves redefining biodiversity as a source of economic and social value that 
can enhance the island’s resilience, attract new investments, and serve as a benchmark for 
other Mediterranean destinations facing similar challenges.

Investing in the preservation and enhancement of natural ecosystems is not merely a moral 
obligation; it is also a sound economic strategy. A robust and healthy biodiversity stock can 
provide essential ecosystem services —from cooling urban areas and enhancing soil quality to 
sequestering carbon and improving water retention— making Formentera more resilient and 
more livable for both residents and tourists.

SETTING THE PATH FORWARD
The following sections of this report present a comprehensive and multidisciplinary analysis 
of how biodiversity can be leveraged to ensure Formentera’s long-term sustainability. By 
adopting a multi-capital framework that values not only financial but also natural, social, and 
intangible assets, this strategy outlines a roadmap for integrating biodiversity into the island’s 
core economic and environmental planning. The journey starts here: with a vision to turn 
Formentera into a living model of sustainable tourism, where nature and people coexist in 
harmony.

This approach is not just about protecting the island’s existing beauty—it’s about creating 
a resilient future where biodiversity becomes a key driver of prosperity and well-being. 
The proposed plan sets ambitious yet achievable goals to reduce the island’s temperature 
by up to 1°C, and in particular 2°C in urban areas, enhance water retention, and increase 
green coverage by 22% over 20 years. Through targeted initiatives, strategic investments, 
and collaboration with local stakeholders, Formentera can redefine its path to sustainability, 
ensuring that its unique natural heritage continues to thrive for generations to come.

With this vision as the foundation, the document will now delve into a detailed analysis of 
Formentera’s biodiversity, the challenges it faces, and the comprehensive solutions proposed 
to secure a sustainable and prosperous future for this Mediterranean gem.
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